DECLINE OF "DEMOCRACY"
Labour Government to adopt. Sir Stafford Cripps
has realized that there will probably never be a
Socialist majority in the electorate, at any rate
in his time, and further that even if there were,
it would not be large and permanent enough to
stand the prolonged strain of enacting the full
Socialist programme in the ordinary parliamentary
way, which would allow the House of Lords to
hold up the programme for two years and to
compel an appeal to the people. What he proposes
therefore is this: the next time the electors, in a
fit of disgust at the ineptitude of the Conserva-
tives, or perhaps merely for the sake of a change,
return a Socialist majority, however small and
precarious, to the House of Commons, even
though it may, and probably will, represent only
a minority in the country, let the new Socialist
Government first of all bring in a bill for the
abolition of the House of Lords. This bill will
not of course be acceptable to the Lords, but it
can be forced through their House by the creation
of new Peers, 500 or 1,000 or more, pledged to
vote for their own extinction. After that the
Government obtains from the House of Com-
73